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Farnborough residents turned out in huge numbers for the 
chance to visit the town’s future Centre for Health and learn 
about the services that will be based there. 

An estimated 600 people came to the building, in Apollo Rise, to 
view displays and speak with representatives from organisations 
concerned. Their comments and feedback will be used to help 
shape services and access to them. 

As well as North East Hampshire and Farnham Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG), there were GPs and other 
healthcare professionals, as well as architects, medical 
equipment fitters and representatives from bus operator 
Stagecoach, to address travel links. 

The building was bought by Rushmoor Borough Council on the 
CCG’s behalf earlier this year and refitting is due to begin in the 
early autumn, with a view to opening next summer. It will house 
one of Farnborough’s GP practices - Voyager Family Health - as well as other services that will support the 
broader Farnborough population, such as the Integrated Care Team, health visitors and midwives. 

CCG showcase focus on Voluntary Sector 
At our Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, June 12, 
more than 110 people braved some miserable weather to 
join us at the Village Hotel, in Farnborough. 

Representatives of the voluntary sector were there to 
welcome them and to talk to them about the work that they 
do to support local people. 

The CCG's Clinical Chair, Dr Peter Bibawy, and Chief 
Executive, Maggie MacIsaac, reviewed how the CCG had 
performed during 2018/19, what successes there were and 
what challenges we face in our work to ensure local people 
have access to high-quality health services. 

The main them of the evening was the importance of the voluntary sector to the health and wellbeing of 
our communities. 

Representatives of the main local voluntary services explained what they did and how their work linked in 
to and supported the CCG, and what their challenges were. Short films were then shown of projects that 
received small amounts of funding through the Innovation Conference, demonstrating how much impact 
relatively little amounts of investment can have. To see these films, visit: https://bit.ly/2LETSxh 

https://bit.ly/2LETSxh
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North East Hampshire and Farnham CCG has been rated outstanding 
for the third year in a row in NHS England’s annual assessment of 
Clinical Commissioning Groups. The CCG was one of only 24 to get 
the top rating this year, out of 195. 

The Clinical Commissioning Group works with GP practices, NHS, local authority, voluntary sector and 
patient and public partners to ensure the provision of high quality health and care services for the 228,000 
people registered with North East Hampshire and Farnham’s 20 GP practices. 

Dr Peter Bibawy, the CCG’s Clinical Chair, said: “To receive an outstanding rating once is extremely 
pleasing. To be rated outstanding three years in a row is truly remarkable and is a testament to the 
extraordinary efforts and dedication of CCG staff, all of our partners in GP practices, other provider 
organisations and the local Voluntary Sector, and of course local people, without whom none of this would 
be possible. 

Managing Director Ruth Colburn Jackson said: “To continue to deliver such high standards and retain our 
focus as a CCG, at a time of considerable change, with a shift nationally towards integrated working as 
health and care systems, is particularly impressive. 

“While we celebrate this recognition, we know that we can still improve in many areas and we are 
determined to do so for the benefit of local people.” 

 

North East Hampshire and Farnham CCG’s Medicines Management Team and local prescribers have been 
held up as a national exemplar in reducing ‘problematic polypharmacy’ (where a patient is taking multiple 
medicines unnecessarily). 

Local performance was highlighted at the National Overprescribing Review Opening Symposium. 

The symposium was told how North East Hampshire and Farnham use of identifying areas of concern and 
then inviting ‘at risk’ patients for medication reviews had ‘demonstrated some impressive change’. 

“NE Hampshire and Farnham CCG supported every practice to do this well and have demonstrated a 
decrease in polypharmacy comparators at double the national average rates!”, the symposium reported. 

The review was announced in December 2018 by Secretary of State Matt Hancock, to address problematic 
polypharmacy, to improve links between primary and secondary care, to improve management of repeat 
prescriptions, to review the role of digital technologies and to increase the role of other forms of care. 

 

The 2019/20 funding round of the Innovation Conference is under way. The closing 
date for applications was July 16 and shortlisting took place on July 24. 

The shortlisted projects will be presented by their leaders at the Innovation 
Conference, on September 24th, after which votes will be cast to see which projects 
will receive funding. 

The conference invites people or organisations to apply for up to £2,000 for a project 
that could help to improve the health or wellbeing of their community. The funding 
may be to launch the project or to help overcome a particular obstacle. Find out 
more about the programme here: https://bit.ly/2ZcirVB 

It is the third year of the highly-successful and popular programme, which was devised by a North East 
Hampshire and Farnham Community Ambassador. 

Previously-funded schemes have included a support group for women going through the menopause, a 
community garden supporting people with mental health and/or addiction problems, a cooking programme for 
visually-impaired people and a self-started women’s community group. 

To see short videos on some of the projects, visit: https://bit.ly/2LETSxh 

https://bit.ly/2ZcirVB
https://bit.ly/2LETSxh

